
  

Situation overview 

During the past week, there has been a reduction in the 
amount of rainfall and floods in most areas of Juba and 
Shabelle basins inside Somalia as well as the Ethiopian 

highlands, according to the FAO-Managed Somalia Land 
and Water Information Network (SWALIM). However, the 
risk of flooding remains high should the rains continue. The 

recent floods led to the destruction of main supply roads. 
This has hampered the delivery of produce to the markets, 
leading to an escalation of commodity prices. According to 

the authorities, the main supply roads from Mogadishu to 
Baidoa, Mogadishu to Kismayo, and Mogadishu to Belet 
Weyne have been destroyed and are nearly impassable. 

The floods also rendered some airstrips unusable, 
hampering the delivery of humanitarian aid to some of the 
affected regions. Belet Weyne airstrip closed for few days 
due to floods but is now operational.  

There is need to urgently repair main lifeline roads, bridges 
and airstrips. This will ensure supplies can reach the 
markets to stabilize the escalating food prices and enable 

humanitarian partners and aid supplies to reach those most 
in need of assistance. 

Current rains, localized flash floods in some districts of 
Puntland and floods in parts of South Central Somalia, have 
resulted in a significant increase in Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD) cases in multiple regions , according to WHO and 

the Health Cluster. With the riverine areas still at moderate and high risk of flooding, the number of people seeking 
treatment at health facilities for various illnesses is expected to increase and AWD cases could escalate. Cholera 
has been confirmed in Kismayo and Mogadishu where response is ongoing, while the outbreak earlier reported in 

Jowhar is under control. Galgaduud region is also reporting significant increase of AWD cases and arrangements 
are in place to collect stool samples for laboratory tests. Overall, 70 per cent of the regions of south central Somalia 
are reporting increase in AWD cases. 

Humanitarian impact and needs: 

It is estimated that 60,000 people have been displaced due to floods since the beginning of the rainy season. 

Middle Shabelle accounts for the highest number, with over 11,000 people displaced mostly in Jowhar, Mahaday 
and Balcad districts. Lower Juba (9,600), Middle Juba (9,300) and Hiraan (9,000) regions have also recorded 
significant displacements. Most of the people are displaced within their villages, or move to neighboring villages 
within the same district. 

 
In Banadir region, heavy rains on 18 November resulted in flash floods in low lying areas in Mogadishu. In 
Hawlwadaag district, flash floods destroyed shelters and latrines in 6 internally displaced persons’ settlements 

hosting around 1,800 people. The affected settlements include Arif 1, Arif 2, Buulo, Nayruus 1, Nayruus 2 and 
Rajo. In addition, one person was killed, and three others injured after a wall, weakened by the heavy rains, 
collapsed on their house in Wardhigley district.  

In Lower Juba region, most of the estimated 5,400 people displaced in Kamsuma villages in Jamame district have 
returned to their homes.  

In Lower Shabelle  region, moderate rains were reported in Afgooye town and surrounding villages.  The river level 
is reported to be at its peak although no flooding was reported. Reports  from partners indicate that flood waters in 
the affected villages have reduced and those who were previously displaced are returning to their villages.  

In Middle Shabelle, efforts by local authorities and the community to close a river breakage in Hawadley village in 

Balcad district have been fruitless as flooding continues. Reports from partners indicate that the village is inundated 
and residents are overwhelmed by the scale of flooding. 

In Galgaduud region, local partners have reported increased cases of acute watery diarhoea (AWD) in 
Cabudwaaq and Guri Ceel towns. An estimated 80 per cent of the affected are children under 5. 
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In Gedo region, partners have reported increased cases of malarial disease as well as AWD. About 300 malaria 

cases were treated in health facilities across the region.  Partners have raised concerns over depleting malarial 
treatment drugs. Nearly 1,800 people affected by flash floods in Cawsqurun village south of Ceel Waaq town are 
facing challenges in accessing clean drinking water and sanitation facilities. Floods have also destroyed crops, 

affecting the availability of farm produce in markets.  This has led to increased food prices, according local 
authorities. 

Humanitarian coordination and response:  

Response by humanitarian partners to flood-affected people continues. Food Security Cluster partners have 
started to respond to the needs of those affected by the floods as per the recommendations of assessment reports. 

In Mahaday district of Middle Shebelle, 2,000 displaced people are receiving emergency relief/general food 
distribution rations. In Belet Weyne district of Hiraan region 12,000 people are receiving High Energy Biscuits. 
Plans are being finalized to provide assistance to 3,700 affected people in Kismayo. There are also plans to open 
kitchens to provide affected people with cooked meals in the Shebelle River within 24 hours of displacement.  

WASH cluster partners have responded to outbreaks of AWD/Cholera in most severely affected districts in south 
central Somalia. Already, a total of 2,500 hygiene kits are being distributed to cholera affected communities to 
enable them to access treated water and hygiene items. Water wells in affected locations will also be chlorinated to 

disinfect them. Chlorine and hygiene kits have been distributed to outpatients in maternal and child health hospital 
as a way of responding to the cholera outbreak. 

An estimated 3,000 internally displaced persons and those from the host communities in both Balanbale town and 
Cabudwaag district in Galgaduud region have been provided with hygiene kits to ensure access to safe water and 
hygiene items for three months. Similarly, in Mudug region, 250 hygiene kits have been distributed.  

Hygiene kits are being provided to partners to assist with needs identified through the inter-agency assessment 
conducted in Sarakusta and the low lying areas of Mogadishu, in particular Boondheere, Hodan and Wardhiigleey 
districts that were affected by rains at the end of October.   

In Middle Shabelle, response efforts are ongoing in the affected districts. Food has been distributed to an estimated 

1,400 people in Burfule village in Mahaday district and another 1,000 people in Canoley village in Jowhar district. 
Also, 2,000 empty sandbags were distributed in Raqayle village in Jowhar district while hygiene kits were 
distributed to 12,000 people in five sections of Jowhar town. Still in Jowhar district, non-food items were distributed 
to 2,400 people. The Maternal and Child Health Centre in Mahaday has been re-opened and is functional.  

Partners have distributed essential drugs to five health centers in internally displaced persons settlements in North 
and South Gaalkacyo. The drugs are sufficient to serve 500 children and women for the next two months. They 
include malarial medicines, antibiotics and anti-diarrhoea solutions. In North Gaalkacyo, authorities have 

commenced the treatment and disinfection of stagnant waters following the reduction of rains.  The authorities have 
appealed for more support to drain and disinfect the stagnant waters. 

Unlike slow onset disasters, such as drought, flooding often results in shorter-term displacement as people try to 
stay as close as possible to their homes. This allows them to return soon after the water recedes. In order to avoid 

longer-term disruption of life caused by the displacement and allow for soon, safe, dignified and sustainable return, 
any response needs to consider such patterns. Disaster risk reduction therefore becomes an important element in 
protecting against secondary hazards and supporting durable solutions, especially where the displacement was 
caused by flooding due to river breakages or insufficient drainage. 

 
The Somalia Inter-agency Contingency Plan for El Niño is available here: 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/somalia_el_nino_contingency_planning_september_2015.pdf  

For SWALIM technical rainfall and flood update please visit: http://www.faoswalim.org/  
For more information or to receive our reports as attachment, contact: Tapiwa Gomo Head of Communication , 

gomo@un.org, Tel. (+254) 731043197, or Kenneth Odiwuor, Odiwuor@un.org, Tel. (+254) 734800120 
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